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The opportunity continues for us as residents within Merced 

county to offer input and support as we work to develop a wa-

ter task force or agency to deal with our water issues and create 

policies to manage our groundwater.  Governor Brown signed 

into law legislation giving our local agencies the authority to  

manage groundwater and giving California authority to step in 

and stabilize our water situation.  Now is the time to get to 

work because the development of these policies and agencies 

will be done with or without us. 

A Water Bond will be on our November Ballot.  The 

funding for the bond will provide clean water for dis-

advantaged communities, plan for the Next-

Generation Water Infrastructure, protect our water, 

and so much more.  We are in the  “blue revolution” as 

we fight environmentalists, debate the give and protect 

our property rights concerning water, clean up and 

protect our water supply and plan for the future. Take 

a moment, investigate, and decide who you need to speak with to share your support 

and viewpoint concerning water.  Let your vote be your voice this November election. 

Prior to signing of the bill by Governor Brown, our chapter President visited the 

Board of Supervisors during their August 26th meeting.  President Christina Beckstead 

joined Merced County Farm Bureau Executive Director, Amanda Carvajal, and other 

concerned individuals to give public comment about our current water situation.   

In this newsletter, we are sharing what Christina presented to the Board.  See page 3 

for more information. ~ Respectfully, Maria Azevedo, Newsletter Editor 

I n  th i s  I s s u e !   

 

  CW A  e v e n ts  

 

  L a n d  u s e  r e po r t  

 

  W a te r  m o ra to r iu m  

l e tte r  

 

  I n  th e  co m mu n i ty  

 

  Th a n k  yo u  
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U p c o m i n g  e v e n t s !   
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Contact your officers: 

 President:   Christina Vieira: ChristinaVieira@rocketmail.com 
1st Vice President:  Ashley Bandoni: Ashley.Bandoni@gmail.com 
2nd Vice President:  Stefani Dias: StefaniDias7@rocketmail.com 
3rd Vice President:  April Fanning: Fanning.April@yahoo.com 
Treasurer:   Charisse Frago: CTFrago@hotmail.com 
Secretary:   Maria Azevedo: margaze@sbcglobal.net 
 
Newsletter Editor: Maria G. Azevedo, margaze@sbcglobal.net 
Please send any ag news, member information , etc. to be placed in the 
newsletter by the 20th of every month. 

Merced Chapter Save the Date Events: 

 CWA STATE MEETINGS & EVENTS: 

Meeting  October 7th, Donor Dinner—Details included in Newsletter 

October 9th, MCFB Farm 2 U Event –Details included in Newsletter 

Chapter Meeting on October 21, 2014, 6 p.m. @  Katie Favier’s Home, 2650 South Bert Crane Rd. in 

Atwater - Dinner and beverages provided—$5 per person. 

Statewide Meeting held on November 8th and 9th, in Carpentaria– Details inside Newsletter 

 

Join us on October 21st at our chapter meeting to vote for our 2015 Merced    Chap-

ter Officers.  If you are interested in an officer role and don’t see your name on the 

list,  you may be nominated during our next meeting and we will hold elections. 

On our 2015 Officer Slate: 

President: Ashley Bandoni 

1st Vice President: Stefani Dias 

2nd Vice President: Ellie Kelsey 

3rd Vice President: Ancelle Contreras 

Secretary: Francesca Marchini 

Treasurer: Charisse Frago 

Immediate Past President: Christina Vieira Beckstead 

Respectfully Submitted by Nominating Committee Chair,  

Maria Azevedo, Past President 
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August 26, 2014 

 

Merced County California Women for Agriculture 

PO Box 2508 

Merced, CA 95344 

 

Merced County Board of Supervisors 

2222 M Street 

Merced, CA 95340 

 

RE:  Ground Water Exportation Moratorium 

 

Merced County Board of Supervisors, 

Groundwater is an important part of the water cycle. It comes from rain, snow, sleet and hail that 

soak into the ground.  All of which has been very minimal for several years.  Because of this, Merced 

County Farmers are fighting for their existence.  Surface water allocation is slim, and wells are dry-

ing up.  Water has become a scarce resource, subject to numerous and competing demands—

including increasing demands for environmental uses-all of which affects agriculture, and the liveli-

hood of Merced County. Groundwater is an essential resource for our cities, unincorporated commu-

nities and continued agricultural production within the county which produces field, nut, fruit, vege-

table, and seed crops, poultry and livestock and products which significantly contribute to the gross 

value of the total agricultural production of the county. 

 
According to our policy, California Women for Agriculture recognizes that water is a major resource with val-

ues stemming from its quality, quantity, reliability, and affordability. It must be developed and protected in 

order to ensure the continuity of economic production of foods and fiber in Merced County.  

We understand that landowners have a right to their groundwater for beneficial uses on their property, but 

when that use begins to impact neighboring parcels, it is our understanding that case law has proven that 

neighbors can challenge the uses (exploitation) and groundwater can/will be adjudicated.  A Ground Water  

Moratorium is pro-active and a good first step by the Board of Supervisors.  CWA supports the protection of 

existing water supplies, while supporting surface storage and conjunctive use to provide reliable water for cur-

rent and future needs.  Protection of existing surface and groundwater rights and reducing the redirection of 

current water sources is paramount to the preservation of agriculture and communities.  

Merced County is uniquely situated to lead our state and nation in creating an example in how we can come 

into the 21st Century in regards to land use planning, managing our natural resources and increasing water 

storage for the generations to come. Eastside, Westside and the center of our County are rich in examples of 

what has been done right and what could be improved. 

California and our nation will benefit from a process that will allow Merced County, the cities and rural com-

munities to keep our water in the County for residents, endangered species and our diverse three billion dollar 

agricultural economy.  CWA encourages the development and implementation of local groundwater manage-

ment, water quality, and conservation strategies.  

Local land use officials must conserve and protect critical farmland for food, fiber, and environmental pur-

poses by applying smart growth principles and conservation; by protecting our land as non-renewable resource 

and focusing on this priority not just on paper; encouraging the development and expansion of water conserva-

tion and energy efficient technology utilization within the cities and on the farm; and continuing the ongoing 

commitments and existing studies and outreach efforts from our local irrigation districts, government agencies 

and research institutes.   

Merced County is one of three counties that has yet to implement a ground water ordinance, prohibiting or 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Donor Dinner  
In Thanks and Appreciation for your generous support 

Merced County Chapter   

California Women for Agriculture 

Invites you to our 

DONOR APPRECIATION BARBEQUE(as our guests) 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7th 

BEAR CREEK PUMPKIN PATCH 

Social hour 5:30          Dinner 6:30 

Come early and enjoy the beautiful sunflower and zinnia garden, the corn maze, and 

the extensive variety of  pumpkins and seasonal gourds.  Children are welcome! 

Directions:  East on Hwy 140, right on Plainsburg Road.  Travel approximately 3 miles, 

turn left on Baxter Rd.  Follow the signs to Pumpkin Patch. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please RSVP by email   

norton.elite@gmail.com by October 3rd 

                   Name ____________________________________ 

                   Number attending_____________              

PHONE #___________________ 

 Contact information in case date or location change is necessary due to weather  

 

limiting the export of ground water to other areas.  CWA supports the development of water policy and resources 

must consider the needs of the regional components recognizing the sustainable and economic values for agriculture, 

urban, industrial, and environmental diversity. 

Because of this we are joining with the Merced County Farm Bureau and asking that the Board of Supervisors estab-

lish a two-year groundwater exporting ordinance which will expire at the end of the tenure. During that timeframe the 

local stakeholders will continue to expand on the process currently established by the east and west side’s respective 

Integrated Water Management Programs which will provide the groundwork for a long-term sustainable groundwater 

management plan which is currently mandated in pending California legislation.   

As communities and counties we have the right to protect our groundwater resources and the Board of Supervisors 

does have that authority to dictate these standards.  Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter. 

Sincerely, Christina Beckstead, Merced County CWA President  

(Continued from page 3) 
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State CWA Land Use Report 

September 2014 

 

Our State has been focused on addressing the current disastrous drought that has devastated the San Joaquin Valley. 

I start this report with water because we cannot separate the water from the land without consequences. 

 

Without water Fresno County for the first time since I can remember is not the #1 Ag producing County in Califor-

nia. I am sure the tens of thousands of acres not in production has had an impact for Fresno County and  will impact 

the 2014 numbers as well. Without 500,000+ acres not in production there will be an impact on our area, land own-

ers, workers, support businesses and our State. 

 

In Stanislaus County the planting of thousands of acres of orchards in the eastern hills of the County without sur-

face water for irrigation is being blamed for wells going dry in the region. In fact wells are going dry throughout 

our state. 

 

In San Luis Obispo County the planting of acres and acres of vineyards and the development of wineries has caused 

the area to clash in regards to land use and water requirements to nurture the vines that are in integral part of the 

local agricultural and tourism economy. 

 

In Merced County the Board of Supervisors is finally looking at an ordinance to regulate the selling of ground water 

after a former Planning Commissioner made a deal with the Del Puerto Water District(Westside irrigation district 

relying on Federal water availability) to sell underground water that will be mined from our aquifer. He and his 

partner could be making millions in the coming year(s). It is all perfectly legitimate in the current situation, but 

should it be? 

 

Land use decisions impact water use. Lack of water affects land use decisions.  

 

I have personally been involved with many planning processes here in Merced County and San Joaquin Valley. 

General Plans, development projects, and the San Joaquin Valley Partnership Blueprint Process they all have re-

quirements for land use, transportation, water, and environmental plans with policies and procedures agreed upon. 

The problem is there is nothing that really makes the land use entities actually make decisions that are good for the 

tax payers instead of the developers that usually are promoting the development process. 

  

As a State we need to decide where we are planting people and where we will plant our food. Have we really as-

sessed our situation? We are barely just starting to address the drought in crisis. The statewide impact of the lack of 

investment in our infrastructure systems that deliver water to our communities, food production and environmental 

requirements is monumental and will continue to have land  use consequences for generations to come. 

 

The following was an opinion piece submitted by Assemblyman Adam Gray representing the 21st Assembly Dis-

trict which includes all of Merced County and portions of Stanislaus County. 

 

History Points to a Solution for our Big Water Problem 
 

During the first half of the twentieth century, over-drafting of San Joaquin Valley groundwater presented farmers 

and policymakers with a major dilemma. Parts of the Valley were dropping and seawater intrusion in the Bay-Delta 

was threatening to contaminate drinking water supplies. Over sixty years later, the papers are filled with nearly 

identical headlines.  How did Californians overcome this tremendous obstacle in the past?  We built the Central 

Valley Project. 

 

As most farmers will tell you, having adequate and reliable surface water is preferable to groundwater and that 

groundwater is what you use when there isn’t enough surface water.  The Central Valley Project provided farmers 

access to clean surface water, and as a result, groundwater pumping decreased and underground aquifers recharged. 

 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Since 1998, the state’s water supply shortage has averaged approximately 2.2 million acre-feet per year. This year the 

Valley faces an estimated shortage of 6.5 million acre-feet, but groundwater will close a significant portion of the gap at 

a cost of nearly $500 million.  

  

And even with our groundwater reserve, this year’s drought is expect to cause 14,500 people to lose their jobs, fallow 

410,000 acres of farm land, and cost the Central Valley economy nearly $2 billion – nearly double the impact of the 

2009 drought.  But what happens next year?  What happens if the drought endures and eliminates opportunities to re-

charge our exhausted groundwater reserves?  

 

The fact is curtailment notices and modified flow requirements are reactions to a problem, not solutions. Once we reach 

the point where water rights holders are told no, we aren’t fixing anything – we’re making things worse. 

 

There are no small fixes for this problem. A solution must recognize our state’s failure to sufficiently invest in additional 

water storage over the last fifty years – a period which has seen the population double. It also must acknowledge the sig-

nificant role that groundwater plays in our total water supply. But most of all, a solution must provide new resources, not 

just new restrictions, for California’s water users. 

 

It is this idea, a big solution for a big problem, which has led me to introduce a new concept to the discussion – the San 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 



August & September 2014 Newsletter  

 7 

www.mercedcwa.com 

Joaquin Valley Groundwater Conservancy. California has established ten conservancies across the state to promote 

and protect our most valuable natural resources. From the Coachella Valley Mountains to the Sierra Nevada and 

San Joaquin River, conservancies work to improve their designated waterways and watersheds. And yet we have 

done little to promote the underground basins which are providing the majority of the water to our crops this year. 

 

The San Joaquin River Groundwater Conservancy will not be another nameless bureaucratic water board in Sacra-

mento, but a locally controlled coalition tasked solely to be a funding mechanism to promote and maintain the Val-

ley’s groundwater resources. The conservancy is about addressing the supply side of the problem, providing re-

sources instead of restrictions.  This conservancy is being created to take advantage of funding opportunities from 

State and Federal sources.  

 

We need to use the lessons learned from the current drought and turn it into an opportunity to develop a plan to ad-

dress current and future water needs like those who developed the Central Valley Project did years ago.  

 

Let’s have a water plan with an emphasis towards the creation of new water, both above ground and below it.  For 

far too long we’ve talked about one without the other. Not only do we need a water bond with money for new sur-

face storage, but we also need a groundwater conservancy to make wise investments ensuring wells do not run dry, 

subsidence is mitigated, and aquifers are recharged. 

 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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I n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  a r e  

i n  o r d e r !   

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  

o u r  W a t e r  T F D ,  P a s t  

S t a t e  C W A  P r e s i d e n t  

D i a n a  W e s t m o r e l a n d  

P e d r o z o  a n d  f a m i l y  o n  

t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e i r  n e w  

g r a n d c h i l d  J o s e p h  

A r t h u r  P e d r o z o !   

 

 

 

 

 

E a c h  y e a r  C W A  

a r r a n g e s  f o r  a  

d o n a t i o n s  t o  o u r  

S e p t e m b e r  S t a t e w i d e  

m e e t i n g  f r o m  m e r c e d  

c o u n t y .    

T h a n k  y o u  t o  R a y  a n d  

M a r i a  G i a m p a o l i  a n d  

L i v e  O a k  F a r m s  f o r  

y o u r  g e n e r o u s  

d o n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

b e a u t i f u l  t o m a t o e s  

a n d  g r e e n  b e l l  

p e p p e r s !    

T h a n k  y o u  t o        

A d a m  S h a n e r ,  M a n a g e r  

o f  Q u a i l  H  R a n c h e s  

f o r  t h e  d o n a t i o n  o f  

t h e  s w e e t  p o t a t o e s  .  

 

Thank you to those who have volunteered!  CWA would like to provide volunteers 

for the FARM2U event on October 9th held at the Merced County Fairgrounds.  

Merced County Farm Bureau has asked for our help.  We are looking for 10 or more 

volunteers to assist with: The Volunteer Room (assist with beverages and food for 

volunteers) and Class Leaders (lead the children from exhibit to exhibit). We can 

assign shifts, if you cannot commit to the entire day. If you are able to  volunteer, 

please contact Maria Azevedo at 209-613-9706 or email margaze@sbcglobal.net.  

Hilmar Cheese Company’s Annual Holiday Open 

House is on Saturday, Nov. 8 from 10-3 with free 

gourmet food samples from local vendors, cheese 

samples, wine tasting, and more. Bring your cam-

era and take a holiday photo with Santa and Daisy 

(the Hilmar Cheese cartoon spokescow). Fun ac-

tivities, barbershop quartet music at noon and 

more. A great way to start the holiday season.  

October 4, 2014 enjoy the Los Banos Tomato Festival located at the Merced 

County Spring Fairgrounds in Los Banos from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.Admission 

FREE. 

Join Merced County 4-H for their annual 4-H Dinner Auction, 

Saturday October 25 at Joe Stefani School in Merced. Tickets 

are $20 and can be purchased from local 4-h members, leaders 

or at the 4-H office at 2145 Wardrobe Ave.  The Social and 

Silent Auction starts at 5:00, dinner is at 6:00 and the dessert 

and live auction start at 8:00.  
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Our condolences to   

Jack and    Leslie 

Chapman and Bob & 

Kim Rogina on the 

loss of their     Matri-

arch Betty Hall.   

 

 

 

 

Our thoughts and 

prayers are with you 

and your family dur-

ing this difficult time. 

If we are going to talk about groundwater, let it be balanced.  We need to talk about ways we can put more water into the 

ground, not just the manner in which it comes up.  We need to take a firm stand and change the dialogue regarding ground-

water. Of course none of us want dead fields, or dry wells, or ground that is sinking.  But if the conversation is only about 

what restrictions we can or can’t live with, we’ve already lost. 

 

Diana Westmoreland Pedrozo, Land Use Director 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Thank you to our 
most recent donors.  

Your  generosity  
supports our public 
relation activities an 

advocacy as we       
inform our           

community about  
agriculture issues!  

 

 

 

Clauss Dairy  

Merced Co. Farm Bureau 

Anita Giannone Farms 

Jean Okuye 

Ray & Maria Giampaoli 

Bandoni , Inc. Realty & 
Land 

Dorrie Thurber 

Shirley Kirby 

Bill & Nancy Arnold 

 

Kent & Suzanne Roberts   * 

Agribusiness Committee 

Minturn Hullers 

Leap/Carpenter/Kemps 

Mike & Lori Gallo 

Yosemite Farm Credit 

Jeanette Benson 

Dossie Rocha    * 

Dan & Carol Clendenin 

Farm Mgt., Inc.   $500. 

Ag Link 

Norm & Mady Montague 

Stratford Evans 

Northern Merced Hulling 

James Ahlem Dairy 

Kirby Manufacturing 

Bill & Rhonda Crivelli 

Vista Verde Dairy, Art & 
Renae Dejager 

Hilmar Cheese    

Tomato Trivia! 

 93% American gardening households 

grow tomatoes. 

 Americans consume three-fourths of 

their tomatoes in processed form. 

 “Botanically, tomatoes are actually a 

fruit. This is because, generally, a fruit 

is the edible part of the seed containing 

the seeds, while a vegetable is the edible 

stems, leaves, and plant roots. But in 

1863 the Supreme Court ruled that to-

matoes were to be considered vegeta-

bles. 

 The first Harley Davidson motorcycle 

was built in 1903 and used a tomato can 

as a carburetor. 

 The tomato didn't start out red: It ap-

pears to have been green with pro-

nounced ribbing. The first domesticated 

tomato appears to have been yellow and 

roughly the size of what we call a cherry 

tomato these days. 

 Love apples (tomatoes) are rich in anti-

oxidants, calcium, iron, vitamin C, vita-

min A, with a back-up of some vitamin 

B, phosphorus, potassium, and are a 

good source of fiber. They also help 

cleanse toxic compounds out of your 

body. Just to really wow you, they also 

contain tomatine. 

 Supposedly Ronald Reagan didn't eat a 

tomato for 70 years. H is dislike of to-

matoes sprang from a childhood prank. 

He had been given what he thought was 

an apple, but when he took a bite real-

ized it was a tomato. 

From the Los Banos Tomato Festival  

Website. 
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 C W A  D o n o r  M e m b e r s !  

Ag Link  

Agribusiness Committee 

Aldevino & Guilhermina 
Azevedo 

American Ag Credit 

Anita Giannone Farms 

B & B Burroughs Ranches LP 

Bandoni , Inc. Realty & 
Land 

Berent & Marilynne Isenberg   
$200. 

Bill & Nancy Arnold 

Bill & Rhonda Crivelli 

Bob  & Carol Alvernaz    $250. 

Bruce & Barbara Burroughs   * 

Buchanan Hollow Nut  

C.A. & Kirsten Russell 

Central CA Tomato Growers 

Chris Morgner, Agri-Valley 
Consulting 

Christine Jenkins 

Clauss Dairy 

Dan & Carol Clendenin 

Dario & Jo Giampaoli   $250. 

David & Laurie Robinson 

David Farmer Ranches 

Dee Heller 

Dennis & Jeanie Nelson 

Dhillon & Charisse Frago    * 

Diane Norton Insurance 

Don & Lynn Skinner 

Don Schnoor Farms 

Dorrie Thurber 

Dossie Rocha    * 

 

Duane & Barbara Matheron 

Ed & Nancy Silva   $250. 

Ellie Kelsey Souders 

Environmental Spraying Service 

Eric & Sue Conley 

Fagundes Dairy 

Farm Mgt., Inc.   $500. 

Favier Farms 

Fern Farmer 

Galen & Melba Miyamoto    
$500 

Gary & Debie Cabral 

Helen, Mike & Marianne    
Amarant    * 

Henry & Vivian Soares 

Hilmar Cheese    

Hoogendam Dairy 

Howard & Julia Larson 

Jack & Barbara Schnoor 

James & Brenda Herrington 

James Ahlem Dairy 

Jean Okuye 

Jeanette Benson 

Joe & Diana Pedrozo 

Joe & Julie Marchini 

John & Betty Kessler 

John & Eleanor Lema 

John Meders 

Johnson Ranch, Le Grand 

Jon & Deidre Kelsey 

Joseph & Joanna Padilla 

Joseph Gallo Farms 

JP Ranches 

  

Kathy Shedd,                     
Kathy’s Alterations 

Kent & Suzanne Roberts   * 

Kirby Manufacturing   

Leap/Carpenter/Kemps 

Leonard Martinelli Farms 

Les & Liz McCabe    $150. 

Lewis Maiorino Ranches 

Lindsi Cosyns    * 

Litton & Kathleen Wollen 

Louie & Mario Bandoni Farms 

Lyons Investments 

Marilyn M. Reese 

Mark & Marsha Seivert 

Martin & Stacey Machado 

Marty & Carolyn DeJager,  
M&C Farms 

Merced Co. Farm Bureau 

Michael & Pam Duarte 

Michael Tanner   $250. 

Michele & Frank Fagundes 

Mike & Lori Gallo 

Minturn Hullers 

Mitsue & Kaz Takahashi 

Nicholas Calf Ranch 

Norm & Mady Montague   

Northern Merced Hulling 

Pat & Lisa Cardella Presto 

Pedretti Ranches 

Philomene Sherell 

Rabobank   $250. 

Raggio Cattle 

Randy & Suzy Pimentel 

 

Ray & Maria Giampaoli 

Reed & Roxanna Smith 

Regert Gallery/Z Garden Party 

Richard & Susan Mahacek 

Rick & Mary Furey 

Roger & Chi Chi Wood 

Rogina Inc. 

Santa Fe Pet Hosp./Silver Bell 
Barn 

Scott & Denise Skidmore 

Serrano Farms 

Shane & Mickee Stillman 

Shannon Pump Co.   $300. 

Shirley Kirby 

Sonny & Edyne Hultgren 

Stratford Evans 

Supervisor Jerry O’Banion 

Suzi Balestra 

Tom & Caroline Nakashima 

Tom & Joyce Stillman 

Travel by Barbara  (Don &   
Barbara Williams) 

Vern & Mary Wickstrom 

Vikki Davis    * 

Vista Verde Dairy, Art & 
Renae Dejager 

W.P. Roduner Cattle &         
Farming 

Walt & Carolyn Weimer 

Wickstrom Jersey Farms 

Yosemite Farm Credit 

Recent Donor 
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If you eat food and 

wear clothes you're 

involved in 

agriculture!  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Do you have news to share 

about our members?  

 Please send your news to 

our  

Correspondence  

Secretary,  

Marie Meredith  

 

at  

mariemeredith@reagan.com 


