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Our luncheon takes months of plan-
ning.  Our Committee has done an out-
standing job getting ready for this 
day.  Our Committee Chair led us and 
kept us on task.  Thank you to our 1st 
Vice President, Stefani Dias and her 
committee for all their hard work.   
  
Our members provided the delicious sal-
ads you are all enjoying as well as many 
great restaurants around town. Thank 
you to all who donated a salad to share. 

  
Here's an apple. Let's 
pretend this represents 
earth. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
When we look at 3/4 of 
the apple, it represents 
all of the earth’s water, 
which cannot be farmed.  
  
 
 

 

The remaining 1/4 of the 
apple represents all the 
land on the earth.  
 
 
 
 

 
1/2 this remaining quarter is inhabitable 
to people- polar ice caps, deserts, moun-
tains, swamps- which cannot be farmed. 
Of this land that is left, 1/4 of it, or 1/16 of 

the earth has poor soil or poor climate 
and cannot be farmed well. 
1/4 of it is concrete, that is cities, roads, 
shopping centers which are built on good 
land, but we can't grow food there. 

  
1/4 of it we want to preserve for wildlife 
habitat, national parks, rain forests, etc. 
so we could grow food there, but we 
want to save it. 
  
This leaves the last 1/32 
of the whole earth to grow 
food. (Peel skin) this little 
bit of peel represents the 
top soil which we depend 
on. At less than five feet 
deep of this fertile crust, it 
is a fixed amount of food 
producing land and it can't get any big-
ger. 
  

Currently, the worlds population is about 
7.2 billion people. In a short 10 years, 
that number will grow to 8 billion. Every 
year, the United States loses 1 million 
acres of farmland. More than 75% of 
Americas fruit, dairy and vegetable prod-
ucts are produced on urban- edge farms 
and are threatend by urban sprawl. 
  
How will feed the 8 billion? By sustaining 
our resources and our farmers. Many of 
you in the room today may not believe 
that you are directly involved in agricul-
ture. However, if you eat food and wear 
clothes, you are involved in agriculture. I 
joined CWA for many reasons, but most 
of all because I want to help in some way 
to provide food for those future genera-
tions. Without the individuals and the or-
ganizations who advocate for our farmers 
and the water they need, we will not suc-
ceed in that goal. If you would like to join 
us in these efforts, please consider join-
ing CWA. 
  
Thank you,  
Ashley Bandoni 
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I n  t h i s  I s s u e !   

 

  U p c o m i n g  e v e n t s  

 

  I n  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  

 

  M e m b e r s h i p  

r e n e w a l  

 



March thru August 2015 Newsletter  

 2  www.mercedcwa.com 

    

U p c o m i n g  e v e n t s !   

C
a

l
i
f

o
r

n
i
a

 
w

o
m

e
n

 
f

o
r

 
a

g
r

i
c

u
l

t
u

r
e
–

 
m

e
r

c
e

d
 
C

h
a

p
t

e
r

 
 

U
p
c

o
m

in
g

 
e
v

e
n

t
s
! 

Join us for our Chapter meeting held on  

August 18, 2015 

Five. Ten. Bistro located at   

510 W. Main Street in Merced at 12 p.m. 

Have questions?  Or send your RSVP to  

Ashley Bandoni at 209-761-9140. 

Contact your officers: 

 President:   Ashley Bandoni: Ashley.Bandoni@gmail.com 
1st Vice President:  Stefani Dias: StefaniDias7@rocketmail.com 
2nd Vice President:  Ellie Kelsey: elliekelsey@yahoo.com 
3rd Vice President:  Ancelle Contreras: AncelleContreras@hotmail.com 
Treasurer:   Charisse Frago: CTFrago@hotmail.com 
Secretary:   Francesca Marchini: franmarchini@gmail.com 
Immediate Past President:  Christina Beckstead: ChristinaVieira@rocketmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor: Maria G. Azevedo, margaze@sbcglobal.net   Please send any ag news, 
member information , etc. to be placed in the newsletter by the 20th of every month. 

Ag Boosters Barbeque 
Sunday, September 13, 2015— 
begins at 4:00 p.m. at Borba Ranch, Madera 
 
PLEASE  TAKE NOTE: Help us gather  live and silent auction 

items NOW!  We are looking for fresh commodities, baked 

goods, canned jams, jellies, etc. We are also gathering items to 

complete baskets with value, donor and brief description in-

cluded basket. We can cellophane and nicely ribbon each bas-

ket to place the Country Store Items (canned jams, jellies, baked 

goods)  labeled with a cost to sell. Please contact Maria Azevedo 

to coordinate pick up of the items to and we will deliver them 

on the morning of September 12th to the Packaging Room at 

Spike and Rail Restaurant. Thank you. For further coordination  

or questions please contact by phone, text, or email:  

Maria Azevedo at margaze@sbcglobal.net or (209) 613-9706 
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California Women 

for Agriculture was 

formed in 1975 to 

be an all volunteer, 

non-partisan voice 

for ALL of Califor-

nia agriculture in 

the Coachella Val-

ley. Growing to 20 

Chapters our mem-

bers and leader-

ship are as diverse 

as the bountiful 

agricultural regions in our state. Our mem-

bers are comprised of farmers, ranchers, 

teachers, consumers, women AND men. 

Each member supports CWA because they 

recognize the importance of knowing where 

their food comes from and who the people 

are that bring the food and products from 

farm to their table. There is no need to have 

a farm background or work in agri-

businesses to be a member. 

 

From the beginning, our charter members 

understood the power and necessity for a 

united voice. In the Call to Power it begins 

“History will be kinder to us if our capacity 

to effect change is implemented in the right 

way and for the right reasons.” They under-

stood the “use of power that springs from 

unity and commonality and the degree to 

which the group is organized within the 

framework of sound, human-oriented princi-

ples, will determine its ability to survive the 

stresses from change to renewal.” 

 

These principles strive to:  pursue truth thor-

oughly and without prejudice; recognizes 

that others have equally valid searches and 

seek to remain open to their wisdom; and 

be responsible to future generations.  Our 

members know that agriculture makes Cali-

fornia a better state and is crucial in main-

taining a domestic food supply as the foun-

dation of our national security. 
 

Merced Chapter was chartered in 1977 by 

Rosie Burroughs, Maria Giampaoli, Linda 

Macedo, Judy Pareira, Mary Wickstrom and 

Trudy Bitter who served as the first Presi-

dent. They were dedicated to promoting ag-

riculture thru education, public relations and 

monitoring of legislation, rules and regula-

tions. Today we have the largest general and 

Donor members in the state.   
 

The first Spring Luncheon was held in 1978 

at Lake Yosemite’s Fish and Game Building. 

Twenty women set and decorated tables 

and brought salads served buffet style to 

raise money for Scholarships. Today, the tra-

dition continues with 50 women decorating 

tables during National Agriculture Week, at 

the Merced County Fairgrounds, with all 

proceeds benefiting our Scholarship Fund 

and education endeavors. 
 

The Chapter now has three different schol-

arships:  Merced College Student transfer-

ring to a four year University/College; Chil-

dren of Farmworkers; and Children & Grand-

children of Members.  Over the last three 

decades the success of the Annual Spring 

Luncheon has enabled the chapter to do-

nate over $150,000 for:  scholarships; sup-

port of local FFA and 4-H Chapters; sending 

teachers to Ag-in-the-Classroom confer-

ences; sponsoring Farm Days for local third 

(Continued on page 4) 

Photo Credit: Diana Westmoreland’s 

Facebook page 
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graders; educational exhibits at fairs and fes-

tivals; and agricultural tours for elected offi-

cials, decision makers, consumers, and our 

Merced members have participated at the 

state level of CWA from the beginning by 

serving on the Executive Board and Board of 

Directors. Lynn Skinner, Linda Macedo and 

Diana Westmoreland Pedrozo served as 

State Presidents. 
 

Attending Statewide Meetings and annual 

Conventions throughout California’s rural 

and urban landscapes they strive for a united 

voice. Our chapter participates in the Adopt-

a-Legislator Program from inception. Our 

chapter “adopts” urban legislators in both 

the Senate and Assembly establishing rela-

tionships with both legislator and staff.  The 

Statewide (SWM) in May includes a day of 

meetings with our local elected officials and 

adoptees where we discuss legislation and 

topics that impact California’s agricultural 

community. We put a face to the farmer, of-

fer our network of members as resources on 

agricultural issues, and provide our Policy 

Positions digitally. We have sponsored teach-

ers from the “adoptees” district to the annual 

Ag-in-the-Classroom Conference, included 

them in local events and tours and welcomed 

them into our homes and businesses. 

 

Merced CWA has a long history of collabora-

tion with local groups and agricultural or-

ganizations on events and issues. In 1991 the 

American Farmland Trust gave a presentation 

on agricultural conservation easements at a 

chapter meeting. At the time Merced County 

was the only top ten agricultural producing 

County without the land conservation tool 

known as the Williamson Act. The loss of 

farmland to urban development was going 

full force. CWA worked with farmers from 

Farm Bureau, Community Alliance of Family 

Farms and Sierra Club along with support 

from the local UC Cooperative Extension of-

fice to form the Merced County Farmlands & 

Open Space Trust. In 2004 MCFOST and 

Stanislaus Farmland Trust combined to form 

the Central Valley Farmland Trust working 

with landowners in Sacramento, San Joaquin, 

Stanislaus and Merced Counties. Today the 

largest acreage of agricultural easements are 

in Merced County. 
 

When we meet individuals and introduce 

them to CWA we share our motto “If you eat 

food and wear clothes, you are involved in 

agriculture.” Since 1977, Merced CWA con-

tinues to plant the seeds of leadership and 

agriculture advocacy that will help sustain 

our future generations.  

 

 

Diana Westmoreland Pedrozo 

 

(Continued from page 3) 
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C h a p t e r  E v e n t s  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  

t o  t h e :   

 c l a s s  o f  2 0 1 5  o n  

y o u r  

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t !  

 

M a x w e l l  N o r t o n  o n  

y o u r  r e t i r e m e n t !  

 

M a r i a  G i a m p a o l i  

f o r  b e i n g  h o n o r e d  

b y  t h e  h a r v e s t  f o r  

h o p e  M e r c e d  

C a t h o l i c  C h a r i t i e s !  

 

T h e  p r i c e  o f  s u c c e s s  

i s  h a r d  w o r k ,  

d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  

j o b  a t  h a n d ,  a n d  

t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  

t h a t  w h e t h e r  w e  

w i n  o r  l o s e ,  w e  

h a v e  a p p l i e d  t h e  

b e s t  o f  o u r s e l v e s  

t o  t h e  t a s k  a t  

h a n d . —  

V i n c e  L o m b a r d i  

Save the Date for 

the upcoming 

Donor Dinner 

held at the Bear Creek 

Pumpkin Patch on  

October 6th.  

More details coming 

soon. 

6 

Order your “Pray for Rain” Shirts. We have children sizes, t-

shirt styles, and v neck style t-shirt for her. All shirts are 

white and available $10 per t-shirt, any style. Pictures and or-

dering information will be available on our website at 

www.mercedcwa.com.  



 8  www.mercedcwa.com 

    

March Thru July 2015 Newsletter  

 

Welcome to CWA new 
members:  

Helena Dias,  Atwater 

Diane Gannon,  Atwater 

Ellen Brazil Hasness, 
Gustine 

Amanda Day,  Atwater 

Jaclyn Camara, Los Banos  

Our Thoughts and 

Prayers are with Renae 

DeJager and family for 

the loss of her father 

Bernard Teunissen, Jr. 

Our Thoughts and 

Prayers are with Fatima 

Yriarte and family for the 

loss of her father John 

Barroso.   

Get well Soon 

We want to send get well 

wishes to Charter 

Member Maria Giampaoli 

as she recovers from 

surgery.  

  

O u r  c h a p t e r  

 
Merced County Fair 2015: 

This past month we participated in the feature exhibits as we do every year. The theme of the 
fair this year was “5 Best Days of Summer”. We were in the livestock division and our display 
focused on how beneficial livestock is in our nutrition and Merced County Economy.  The 
display highlighted the economic impact of livestock production in Merced County.  We also 
showcased how livestock products play a role in our daily nutrition and government nutrition 
plan Choose my Plate. Overall we did 
very well, we won First place in our 
division and Most Attractive of all the 
Feature exhibits. 
 
I would like to thank all the people 
who made the booth such a success.  
Thank you to all the CWA ladies and 
others that came out to help during set
-up and clean-up.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Stefani Dias 
1st Vice President 

Thank you to our helpers Cole and Caden Contreras. 

#DROUGHTSABEACH. Photo Credit: Stefani Dias 

Photo Credit: Charisse Frago 
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We held another successful Spring Luncheon at the Merced County Fairgrounds.  This annual 

fundraiser supplies money for the scholarships we give each year to students as they pursue a 

higher education.  We had over 400 attendees enjoy the beautiful tables, vendors, and the delicious 

salads.  We sincerely appreciate the time and effort of those who decorated a table!   
 

Thank you to All About Bling, Vista Cellars, Arbonne & 

Sweet Dreammms Bakery, Cowgirl Cupcakes, Goat Farm 

Creations, Jeanne Giampaoli, Gateway Quilters’ Guild, Pat 

Raper, Julie Giampaoli, Reg Smith, Z Garden Party, LR De-

signs, and Trudy Aujero with Javita Coffee for showcasing 
their wares for our guests to purchase. 

 

Thank you to BBQ Pit, Branding Iron, Reinero’s, Cinema 

Café, Bella Luna Bakery, Strings, Joe on the Go, Pinocchio’s, 

Toni’s Courtyard Café, Bistro 510, and our Merced Chapter 

CWA Members for donating the delicious salads.   
 

Our guests enjoyed wine and cheese donated by American Ag Credit, Joseph Gallo Farms, Delicato 

Family Vineyards , Hilmar Cheese Company, E&J Gallo Winery, Quady Winery, Engelman Cellars, 

& McManis Family Vineyard. 

 

Our Golden Valley FFA did an outstanding job and we thank 
them all for the excellent service they provide.  Thank you to 

Jaime Michaels who gave our Invocation.  Thank you to our 

local Lancer 4-H who presented the American and 4-H Flags, 

Sophia & Domenico DiPiazza.  

 

Thank you to Supervisor Deidre Kelsey for speaking at the 

luncheon and giving us water updates in Merced County. I 
would also like to thank the Miss Merced (Rose Beltran) Miss 

Merced County Outstanding Teen (Ericka Brickery), and the 

District 6 Dairy Princesses Deena Migliazzo and Joya Lemos 

for helping with our raffle.  

 

I have had the opportunity to work with some amazing members of our CWA chapter and the 
Spring Luncheon would not have been possible without my amazing luncheon committee.  Our 

Luncheon Committee met over the last couple months and brought together a successful luncheon 

for all to enjoy! I know I could not have done it without them. Thank you to Karen Bandoni, Ashley 

Bandoni, Ellie Kelsey, Ancelle Contreras, Katie Favier, Liz Johnston, Charisse Fargo, Francesca 

Marchini, Lindsey Nunes, Kelly Kenahoalo, Dori Silva, Erma 

Ornelas, Maria Azevedo, Christina Beckstead Susan Mahe-
cek, Diane Norton, Diana Westmoreland Pedrozo, and Mi-

chelle Symes.  

 

On behalf of our CWA Chapter, thank you to all those who 

educate about the importance of agriculture and offer sup-

port as we go out and share the message “If you eat and 
wear clothes, you are involved in agriculture.” 

 

Sincerely, 
Stefani Dias 

CWA Spring Luncheon Chair 2015 
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 C W A  D o n o r  M e m b e r s !  

Ag Link  

Agribusiness Committee 

Aldevino & Guilhermina 

Azevedo 

American Ag Credit 

Anita Giannone Farms 

B & B Burroughs Ranches LP 

Bandoni , Inc. Realty & Land 

Berent &  
Marilynne Isenberg   $200 

 
Bill & Nancy Arnold 

Bill & Rhonda Crivelli 

Bob  & Carol Alvernaz    $225 

Bruce & Barbara Burroughs    

Buchanan Hollow Nut  

Central CA Tomato Growers 

Chris Morgner,  
Agri-Valley Consulting 

 
Christine Jenkins 

Clauss Dairy 

Crivelli Ranches 

Dan & Carol Clendenin 

Dario & Jo Giampaoli   $250 

David & Laurie Robinson 

David Farmer Ranches 

Dee Heller 

Dennis & Jeanie Nelson 

Dhillon & Charisse Frago     

Diane Norton Insurance 

Don Schnoor Farms 

Dorrie Thurber 

Dossie Rocha     

Duane & Barbara Matheron 

Duane & Pat Wickstrom 

Ed & Nancy Silva   $300 

Ellie Kelsey  

Environmental Spraying  
Service 

 
Eric & Sue Conley 

Fagundes Dairy 

Farm Mgt., Inc.   $500 

Favier Farms 

Fern Farmer 

Galen & Melba  
Miyamoto    $500 

 
Gary & Debie Cabral 

Gary &Julie Giampaoli 

Helen, Mike & Marianne  

Amarant* 

Henry & Vivian Soares 

Hilmar Cheese    

Hoogendam Dairy 

Howard & Julia Larson 

Jack & Barbara Schnoor 

James & Brenda Herrington 

James Ahlem Dairy 

Jean Okuye 

Jeanette Benson 

Joe & Diana Pedrozo 

Joe & Julie Marchini 

John & Eleanor Lema 

Johnson Ranch, Le Grand 

Jon & Deidre Kelsey 

Joseph Gallo Farms 

JP Ranches  

Kathy Shedd, Kathy’s Alterations 

Ken & Judy Spagnola  

Kirby Manufacturing   

Leap/Carpenter/Kemps 

Leonard Martinelli Farms 

Les & Liz McCabe    $150 

Lindsi Cosyns     

Litton & Kathleen Wollen 

Louie & Mario Bandoni Farms 

Marilyn M. Reese 

Mark & Marsha Seivert 

Marty & Carolyn DeJager,   
M&C Farms 

 
Merced Co. Farm Bureau 

Michael & Pam Duarte 

Michael Tanner   $300 

Michele & Frank Fagundes 

Mike & Lori Gallo 

Minturn Hullers 

Norm & Mady Montague   

Northern Merced Hulling 

Pat & Lisa Cardella Presto 

Pedretti Ranchesl 

Philomene Sherrell 

Rabobank   $250 

Raggio Cattle 

Randy & Suzy Pimentel 

Ray & Maria Giampaoli 

Regert Gallery/Z Garden Party 

Richard & Susan Mahacek 

Rick & Mary Furey 

Roger & Chi Chi Wood 

Rogina Inc. 

Santa Fe Pet Hosp./ 
Silver Bell Barn 

 
Scott & Denise Skidmore 

Serrano Farms 

Shannon Pump Co.   $300 

Shirley Kirby 

Sonny & Edyne Hultgren 

Stratford Evans 

Suzi Balestra 

Supervisor Jerry O’Banion 

Tom & Caroline Nakashima 

Travel by Barbara   
(Don &   Barbara Williams) 

 
Vern & Mary Wickstrom 

Vikki Davis   

Vista Verde Dairy- 
Art & Renae Dejager 

 
W.P. Roduner Cattle &  Farming 

Walt & Carolyn Weimer 

Wickstrom Jersey Farms 

Yosemite Farm Credit 

2015 Donor 

 

Thank you to our 

Donors  

for your continued 

support!  
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P.O. Box 2508 

Merced, CA  95344 

CWA Merced 

chapter  

If you eat food and 

wear clothes you're 

involved in 

agriculture!  
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Do you have news to 

share about our members?  

 

 Please send your news to 

our  

Newsletter Editor,  

Maria Azevedo 

at  

margaze@sbcglobal.net 


